Even as early as the time of the Buddha, Hinduism was already 
vitiated by the hierarchy (stratification) of the caste system. 
Orthodox Hindus felt that God would be defiled by the prayers 
offered by people belonging to the so-called lower castes and 
denied them the right to enter temples. 

The caste system is still a blot on Hindu society despite the 
relentless campaigns carried on against it by enlightened social 
reformers and thinkers through the ages. 

In the two tales recounted here, we have God Himeslf in the 
role of reformer, acknowledeing the devotion of two lowly 
devotees, Tiruppan and Kanakadasa. The Lord’s grace elevated 
both of them. 

According to modern scholers, Tiruppan, the last of the twelve 
Alvars (Vaishnava saints), lived in Tamil Nadu in the 9th century; 
and Kanakadasa, in Karnataka, in the 16th century. Only ten 
Tamil verses of Tiruppan have come down to us. Though Kana- 
kadasa is better known for his devotional songs in Kannada, he 
is also the author of three Kavyas (long poems) on the lives of 
Krishna, Rama and Nala, and cf a philosophical work, Hari Bhakti 
Sara. All four works were composed in Kannada. 
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JTIRUPPA 
EI = vagi 


E ROAD TO SRIRANGAM, THE HOLY CITY OF LORD RANGANATKA WAS 
BOWLED WITI FLORIS HHO WERE ON THEIR WAY TO ATTEND THE FESTIVAL 


ELD THERE EVERY VEAR. 


EMP HAD BEEN ABANDONED BY THE FOR ALL WE 2) 


OPE GF TJE ROAD AND ITS PITEOUS FE MAY BE AN 
ERES MADE A FEW PLGRIMS PAUSE UNTOUCHABLE. 
FOR A WALE. 


VE 


AND THEY. WENT ON WITH THEIR JOURNEY. 


OMI SKI katinaj 
AT LAST A SWEEPER CAME BY, HE PICKED UP THE cu... | 


< AND TOOK IT TO MIS HOME ON THE OUT- | |THE HLD GREW UP UNDER THE 
SKIRTS Or THE CITY WHERE PEOPLE OF HIS | |LOUING CARE OF HIS FOSTER 
COMMUNITY LIVED. = PARENTS - THEY NAMED HM 


YOU HAVE BEEN 

PRAYING FOR A SON. 

GOD HAS SENT 

HOU ONE.HERE, 
TAKE HIM- 


LOCK TIRUPPAN 
WANTS TO HELP 


TIRUPPAN & KANAKADASA 


AFTER THE HARD DAYS WORK, TIRUPPAN'S FATHER AND HIS RELATIVES USED TOGO 
HOME LATE IN THE EVENING AFTER EATING A FRUGAL MEAL THEY WOULD 
ASSEMBLE TOGETHER AND 

CHILDREN WOULD PANCE. 


ZU 


TIRUPBAM LEARNT TO PLAY ON THE TIRUPPANS MUSIC WAS SO ENCHANTING 

messa i 

sel an о A 
a 


WOULD FOLLOW HM. 


omar chitra katha 
TIRUPPAN USED TO ACCOMPANY HIS FATHER. 
WHOSE JOB IT WAS TO KEEP THE 
SURROUNDINGS OF THE TEMPLE CLEAN: 


MOTHER, WHO 

IS RANGANATHA® HE 
HAS SUCH A BIG 
HOUSE. IS HE A 


IT BELONGS: 
TO LORD 
RANGANATHA 


EARLY ONE MORNING, TIRUPPAN WENT TO THE. 
72 


HEY, STOP! HOW 
DARE YOU COME. 

THIS FARI 
à 


TIRUPPAN A KANAKADASA 


f uroucHaBLE, V never N 


DON'T JOU COME 1 
KNOW YOUR. HERE || 
à ° AGAIN! 


HUM IATED, TRUPPAN RAN TO PIS NN 
MOTE 


CHILD, WHY ARE YOU 50 
QUIET © FATHER HAS 
FINISHED HIS FOOD. 
ЧОЦ HAVEN'T EVEN 
STARTED EATING. 


SOON AFTERWARDS, TIRUPPAN LOST 
BOTH HIS FOSTER-FARENTS. BUT THE 
KIND, PEOPLE OF SØIRANGAN 


Leonen arrer ип. ТЯ JI 
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TIRUPPAN, SINGING WITH A YAL IN HAND AND SURROUNDED 
COMMON SIGHT IN SRIRANGAM- 


[WIS FAVOURITE HAUNT WASA CORNER ON THE BANK OF THE RIVER KAVERI 
FROM WHERE HE COULD CLEARLY SEE LORD RANGANATHA'S TEMPLE. 


RANGANATHA, ALTHOUGH I AM 

NOT ALLOWED TO SEE YOU, 

[CAN AT LEAST SEE YOUR 
HOUSE FRØM HERE. 


TIRUPPAN & KANAKADASA 


TIRUPPAN'S THOUGHTS WERE 
CONSTANTLY FIXED ON THE LORD: 


I WISH TO SEE LORD 
RANGANATHA. PERHAPS. 
THE LORD HIMSELF IS 

LONGING TO SEE ME. 


ONE NIGHT TIRUPPAN BECAME 
DESPERATE. 


1 WISH | WERE DEAD, 
LORD. WITH DEATH THE 
QUESTIONS OF BIRTH 
ANO IMPURITY CEASE 
TO EXIST- NO ONE. 
CAN SEPARATE US 
THEN. 


GRADUALLY A BLISSFUL SLEEP 
OVERCAME HIM. 
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EARLY THE NEXT MORNING LOKA SARANGA 
MUM, A PRIEST, CAME THERE TO FETCH 
WATER FØR THE TEMPLE. 


WHATS THIS E. 
THE UNTOUCHABLE 
TIRUPPAN BLOCKING 

THE WAY | GET UP! 


TIRUPPAN WAS FAST ASLEEP AND THE 


ANGRY WORDS OFTHE PRIEST FAILED |E 
TO WAKE HM. 


You INSOLENT 
UNTOUCHABLE! 


T HIT TRUFFAN ON THE 


HEAD WITH HIS STICK. [— 
pr, SE 


STE SMOULDERING WITH ANGER, 
THE PRIEST SHOWERED A VOLLEY. 
OF STONES QN POOR TIRUPPAN- 


THIS WILL 
WAKE HIM 


RANGANATHA I 


TIRUPPAN 8 KANAKADASA 


A7 LAST THE PRIEST TURNED TO THE HAVING COLLECTED THE WATER THE 
TASK FOR WHICH HE HAD COME. PRIEST WALKED TOWARDS THE y 
TEMPLE. — 


RANGANATHA, ON MY 
(ACCOUNT THE PUJA” 
WILL BE DELAYED 
TODAY. PARDON 
ME, LORD. 


(OPEN UP, SIR. THIS 
IS LOKASARANGA. 
I HAVE BROUGHT 
WATER FØR THE 
PUJA. 
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THE CHIEF PRIEST 
CALLED QUT — 


LOKASARANGA, WHO ARE 
YOU TALKING TO © 


WHOEVER YOU ARE, 
OPEN UP. | AM THE. 
CHIEF PRIEST ASKING 

A, You TO OFEN THE 


ŚIR,| THOUGHT you 
WERE INSIDE THE SANCTUM- 
SOMEONE HAS LOCKED. 


i DOOR. 
Poe T 
R Lom 
HE 
"Ae 
ҮЧЕ 
ME J 
7 II a 
= = 
| ALL JOINED TOGETHER AND PUSHED = < 
The DOK IN AN AT TENET TO > 
FORCE 17 OPEN. - 
WHY DOESNT IT (| [rire uns no mener. 


OPEN EIT JUST CAN'T BE 
LOCKED FROM INSIDE. 
MAYBE ONE OF US 
HAS INCURRED THE 
DISPLEASURE OF THE 
LORD AND THE LORD 
HIMSELF HAS CLOSED. 


THE CHIEF PRIEST WAS RIGHT, FOR UST. 
THEN A VOICE WAS HEARD FROM INSIDE. 


LOKASARANGA HAS HURT ME 
BY HURTING MY DEVOTEE, TIRUPPAN. 
UNLESS LOKASARANGA CARRIES 
TIRUPPAN ON HIS SHOULDERS 
AND GOES ROUND THE TEMPLE, 
THE DOOR WILL NOT OPEN. 


WHAT A SINNER 
1 AM HURTING THE 

DEVOTEE OF THE 
LORD | PARDON. 


ME,LORD. | 


m 


COME ON, TIRUPPAN - 
1 WILL CARRY YOU 
THERE ON MY 
SHOULDERS. 


YOU, A PRIEST 
CARRYING ME, 
Å SINNER ENO, 

YOU CAN'T 
DO THIS. 


TIRUPPAN, PLEASE PARDON || 


LOKASARANGA WENT TO TIRUPPAN— 


ME. COME TO THE TEMPLE. 
LORD RANGANATHA IS. 
CALLING YOU. 


HAS MY LORD 
REALLY SENT FOR 
ME? I AM so 
GLAD. 


you CANT SAY 
‘NO’ TO THE 
LORD. IT 15 
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WHEN LORASARANGA APPROACHED) 
THE SANCTUM. WITH TIRUPPAN 

Qu HIS SHOULDERS, THE DOOR 
OPENED OF ITS OWN ACCORD: 


RANGANATHA! )/TIRUPPAN, TIE 
LORD HAS 
OPENED THE 


GG 


| ram 


[AT LAST TIRUPPAN WAS FACE TO FACE WITH 


WS LORD. HE WAS OVERWHELMED 
Izzy = S HAVING sten N 


TRANSCENDENT GOD, 
I DON'T WISH FOR 
ANYTHING ELSE. | AM 
COMING TO YOU, 


DIET 


(A LIGHT LEFT THE BODY OF 
TIRUFPAN AS HE FELL AND 
ENTERED THE HEART OF LORD 
RANGANATAA. A TEMPLE 
DEDICATED TO TRUPFAN WAS СОМ 
STRUCTED NEXT TO THE TEMPLE) 
OF SRI RANGANATHA-TO THIS 
DAY TIRUPPAN /S WORSHIPPED] 
A5 A SANT. 


BIREGOWDA, A SHEPHERD, ROSE TO THE POSITIO) 
NEAR DHARWAR * BY DINT OFHARD WORK. 


-ACCOMPANIED BY HIS WIFE BACGHAMMA, HE WENT ON A PILIGRIMAGE TO TRUPAT | 


# IN KARNATAKA 
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++ AMD REACHED THE TEMPLE | 
[GF LORD VENKATESHWARA. |f 


= 


N DUE COURSE BACHAMMA 
GAVE BIRTH TOA BOY. 


SUCH. A LOVELY 
CHILD ! WHAT WILL. 
YOU NAME HIME 


HE WAS BORN BY 

THE GRACE OF LORD 
TIMMAPPA ‚WE WILL. 
CALL HIM TIMMA. 


LORD TIMMAPPATS NS 
BLESS ME WITH 
A CHILD. 1 CRAVE 


4 ANOTHER NAME FOR LORD VENKATESHWARA 


URBANE RANAKADASA! 

LITTLE TAMA WAS HELPFUL TO HIS 

FATHER. HE USED TO WATER THE 
INES 


THEN THEY 
LIVE BECAUSE 
OF us, 
FATHER. 


WITHOUT WATER. 
THESE SEEDLINGS, 
CAN'T SURVIVE, 
CAN THEY, FATHER?) 


THERE You 
ARE WRONG, SON. 
1 WILL TELL. 
you WHY. 


FATHER, I HAVE. 
NEVER SEEN SO MANY 
TREES BEFORE. 


YES, TIMMA. NOW TELL 
ME WHO WATERS THESE 
HUNDREDS OF BEAUTIFUL | TREES? vou? 12 WHO 
TREES! TAKES CARE OF THE 
TREES IN THE FOREST? 
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7/0/1219 FATHER DROVE HOME THE PROFOUND TRUTH. | ЧЕТ THESE TREES WON'T 
y 7 PERISH BECAUSE THE 
KIND AND ALL-POWERFUL 
GOD 15 THE PROTECTOR 
OF AI 


NOW I HAVE NO 
FATHER, NO MOTHER. 
TO WHOM SHALL 
I TURN? WHO WILL: 
CARE FOR MES 


NO ONE AT HOME! 
I CAN'T LIVE ALONE. 
WHAT WILL HAPPEN 
TO ME? I AM 80 
AFRAID... 


TIRUPPAN & KANAKADASA, 


THEN THE WORDS OF MO FATHER 
CAME BACK TO HIM IN A RUSH. 


WHO WATERS THESE TREES? 
YOU? I? WHO TAKES CARE OF 
THE TREES IN THE FORESTER 
YET THESE TREES WON'T PERISH, 
BECAUSE THE KIND AND 
ALL-POWERFUL GOD IS THE 


NO; AM NO. 
LONGER AFRAID. 
GOD KESHAVA™ 


GF LEADERSHIP INHERITED FROM HIS 
FATHER. AND AN IMPLICIT. FAITH IN 
GOD HELPED HIM TO GROW uP 
FEARLESS. ONE DAY — 


ARE FROM THE 
NEXT VILLAGE. 


WE ARE BEING. 
| MENACED BY A TIGER. 


THREE LIVES HAVE BEEN 
LOST 50 FAR. 


DON'T WORRY. 
WILL GO WITH 


lone DAY HE WAS DIGGING IN [й 
[ZHE BACKYARD OF HIS HOUSE. |) 


WHAT'S THAT © 
IT LOOKS LIKE 
AN IRON BOX! 


TIRUPPAN & KANAKADASA 
THE NEIGHBOURS CAME TO SEE THE 
TREASURE. 


amma 
jan 


THIS GOLD > 
Z 


JE 
a 


I WILL USE 
IT TO BUILD 
A TEMPLE, А 
HOUSE FOR GOD. 
IT WILL BENEFIT 
MANY PEOPLE. 


HE STARTED THE CONSTRUCTION OF A TEMPLE FØR LORD KESHAVA IN THE 
NEARBY VILLAGE OF. 


kaamee. [ag 


NU LES 
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HARDLY, HAD THE TEMPLE BEEN COMPLETED WHEN HE WAS CALLED. 
UPON TO TAKE PART IN A BATTLE. THE HFAPMAN OFA VILLAGE NEAR BY 


Ul талас КЫ: " THIS TIME WE WILL GIVE HIM 
KANAKA, WE MUST aer TET SUCH A BEATING THAT HE 
READY FOR THE ENEMY- WON'T PARE TO ATTACK 
f US AGAIN. 
i - Hill 


pese me = 


LED BY KANAKA, THE GOUNG MEN 
OF THE VILLAGE WENT TO BATTLE 


TIRUPPAN & KANAKADASA 
| [Bar ORES Te ayo OF AE tarna — | 


[ву DUSK THE BATTLE! 
WOUNDED. 


FELD WAS DESERTED EXEPT AN 


T 1 am... DYING THIS... PAIN 


`. оү. 
FE 
MY HELP? 


292 keša RESPONDED JO HE 


V FOR Hela. ` 


| /(KESHAVA, YOU ARE so KIND? 


LÍ 5% YOUR VERY PRESENCE 


MY WOUNDS HAVE HEALED. 
| EXPERIENCE NEW 
STRENGTH, MY LORD. 


отаг chitra katha 
Ena PPT 

GE E 

DON THAT NEED, === n 


DEDICATE MY LIFE 
TO GOD. PLEASE 
GUIDE ME. 


O KANAKA. GOD 
WILL BE PLEASED. 


GOD BROUGHT ME 
BACK TO LIFE. 
HEREAFTER | WILL 
DEVOTE MY LIFE 
TO HIS SERVICE. 


Cd) 


KANAKADASA AS HE WAS NOW 
CALLED, WENT FROM ONE 
VILLAGE 70 ANOTHER SINGING 
THE PRAISES OF THE LORD. 


HOW SERENE 
THIS BRAHMAN 
LOOKS | WISH 
1700 cOuLD' 
MEDITATE. 


NY 


KN 


** SERVANT OF GOD å 22 


TIRUPPAN 8 KANAKADASA 


BROTHER, A MANTRA 
SHOULD BE TAUGHT. 
BY AN ACCOMPLISHED: 
SAINT . GO TO SAINT. 
VYASATEERTHA AND 
SEE IF HE WILL 
HELP you. 


SIR, ACCEPT ME 
AS YOUR DISCIPLE 
AND TEACH ME 

Å MANTRA? TO 
Å MEDITATE UPON. 


THE CONSTRUCTION OF A TANK IN HIS VILLAGE. 


SIR, WE CANT 
REMOVE THIS 
ROCK-IT'S 


SAINT VYASĄTEERTHĄ WAS AT THE TIME SUPERVISING 


DON'T WORRY. 
GOD WILL SHOW 
us A WAY. 


MASTER, I AM KANAKADASA) 
A SHEPHERD. TEACH ME 
Å MANTRA UPON WHICH 
I CAN MEDITATE. 


tra katha 
SITTING BESIDE THE ROCK, 


WHAT COULD A 

SHEPHERD MEDITATE 

UPON- SAVE, PERHAPS, / BUFFALO! 

SUCH A MANTRA AS BUFFALO! 
"BUFFALO" ° 


IF ROWD COLLECTED AROUND || 
ADASA. == = 


` # GOD OF DEATH 


TIRUPPAN & KANAKADASA 
J 


HERE I9 THE 
BUFFALO INVOKED BYN 
THE MANTRA. WHAT 
WOULD YOU LIRE. 

HIM TO PO > 


GET YOUR BUFFALO 
TO REMOVE THE 
ROCK WHICH 18 
HINDERING OUR 


O VEHICLE OF YAMA, 
PLEASE FULFIL THE 
WISH OF THE MASTER. 


THANKS TO 

KANAKA ‚THE TANK 
HAS BEEN 
COMPLETED. 


FAITH CAN 
MOVE EVEN 
MOUNTAINS! 
BLESSED IS 
KANAKA - 


amar chitra katka 


ONE DAY WHEN KANAKA WAS COOKING---| | ZA STREET DOG CAME NANO, 
f PICKED UP A ROTIA 


WHEN) KANAKA TURNED SUDDENLY, THE 
FRIGHTENED DOG DROPPED THE ROT... 


ж UNLEAVENED BREAD 


(OMARA, RAN AFTER THE DOG, WHILE THE PEOPLE ON THE 
STREET WATCHED TIHE STRANGE SIGHT. 


KANAKA SEES 
EVERYWHERE AND IN 
EVERYTHING . HE 15 

A TRUE WORGHIPPER. 
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KANAKA BECAME THE FAVOURITE DISCIPLE OF VYASATEERTHA. THE OTHER 
Hn 


1 WLL SHOW THE 2574 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN Y/ AA 


KANAKA AND THE OTHERS. 
A | AY Y 


GO TO SOME 

SECLUDED SPOT AND 

EAT THIS SACRED 

BANANA, UNOBSERVED || 
By ANYONE. 


[He DISCRLES RA 


TIRUPPAN & KANAKADASA 
1 


Kran A GOOD PLACE! 
| WILL HIDE MYSELF 
IN THE HAY AND EAT! 


AFTER. EATING THE BA, 
TO THE MASTER. prm 


Bin 


| way HAVEN'T 
YOU EATEN THE 
Neem ico TO BE INVOKED IN PRAYERS. 
2 HE IS REAL AND IS 
ALWAYS PRESENT. 
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[SOON AFTER THIS INCIDENT, KANAKA LEFT HIS GURU AND STARTED ROAMING FROM 
VILLAGE TO VILLAGE SINGING ABOUT THE GLORY OF GOD. ONE DAY, HE MET. 
А GROUP OF PILGRIMS WHO WERE ON THEIR WAY TO UDUPI. [= 


SG | i” IHY JUST SING OF KRISHNA! 
E NA WOULDN'T YOU LIKE TO VISIT HIS 
A TIN p TEMPLE AT UDUPI 
s S 
PG 


SIR, GOD DOESN'T GIVE 
THOUGHT TO THE ORIGIN 
OF HIS DEVOTEES -JS NOT 
THE LOTUS WHICH IS 

ROOTED IN MIRE DEAR 


WHEN HE REACHED, TRE TEMPLE 


GO AWAY. THE 
SACRED TEMPLE 
I$ NOT OPEN TO 
PEOPLE OF LOW 


[How PARE vou 
ARGUE WITH 
ME? I WILL 
HAVE vou 
BEATEN! 


TIRUPPAN a KANAKADASA 


JA STRANGE THING HAPPENED IN THE: 
Se WHERE SHRI VADIRAJA TEERTHA, 


„| KANAKA WENT BEHIND THE 


C= 


4 OPEN THE DOOR 

TO ME „KRISHNA | 

CAN'T Vou NEAR 
MY PLEAS? 


WHAT'S HAPPENING > 
MIE LORDS IMAGE 
HAS TURNED 
AROUND | 


ES ACHARYA HURRIED TO THE BACK OF THE TEMPLE AND T | TT 
[SAW AN OPENING IN THE WALL THROUGH Witch Kon, E 


WAS ABLE TO HAVE A GLIMP 
Was abus ro a mese KRISHNA, vou =I ul 
ARE KIND AND i 

A mesca. SZ I 

VÅRE : ИШИ 


mi 


im | 
MME" ) 


å i di 
I pl ui ` ) 
ý A Ш mm N 


Dn ce GT NN 
AIE ate å 2 
The inspiring 
deeds of the 
Makers of 
Modern India 
in 


77 SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 
120 DAYANANDA 

136 RABINDRANATH TAGORE 
146 VIVEKANANDA 

188 BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR 


206 JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN 
219 LOKAMANYA TILAK 

227 SADHU VASWANI 

260 SRI RAMAKRISHNA 


262 RASH BEHARI BOSE 
271 LAL BAHADUR SHASTRI 
275 SUBRAMANIA BHARATI 


Amar Chitra Katha. It's not 
only learning history while 
having fun. 

to be proud of a 


with the past. 


A new title ovory fortnight. 
Over 300 titles on salo. 
Rs. 3.50 per copy, 


Distributed by: 


AR 
[BH INDıA BOOK HOUSE 


Bombay. Delhi, Calcutta, Madras, Bangalore, 
Hyderabad, Patna, Trivandrum, Chandigarh. 


— a 2 ocre 


oho Books at 

sila and delight 
sending, information and merriment 
‘Age group: 8 


me aan 


Distributed by: 


+ i 
INDIA BOOK HOU: 
je Bes 


P 


Give your child a gift he'll treasure 
forever-the gift of his own heritage 
in these specially designed 


BUMPER ISSUES 


each containing three 
Amar Chitra Katha titles :. 
= Panama 


a I 


Hitepadesha 
The Great Ranas of 


N 
. Tales of Buddha 11. 
| Tales of 
ihe Mother Goddess 12. 1 
. The Sons of Shiva Ancient India 


| Adventures of Folktales of Bengal 
Krishna a. 2i of 


s: T 

. Tales of Humour the Mahabharata 
Distributed by Rs. 12/- each 
INDIA BOOK HOUSE 


